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Scenarios and Assessment

ZEBIHFZE Scenarios/Case Studies
A. ZEf§]— Scenario #1
1. GRS L RAFE B AR - G OAEE - BREYE - fUE] T EEE S - 43R
KR TIEAES Y - (B A 2 B -
Cathryn was devastated after discovering her husband had an affair with a co-worker.
To make matters worse, she was served with divorce papers. She has pleaded with
him to attend marriage counseling, but he acts uninterested.
B. ZE§]— Scenario #2
1. MIRASRIEIS 1R S RFEaT T - R MARE 7 IR e A
TEMEZ IRt o it # G R - (2216 a3 R T [ERRYEE - E M EA N ETE
o “TRESREELS » TERZAM AR —EE > ahER - (HIREAVRE -
”Megan’s husband has beaten her since the first years of their marriage. He always
apologizes and claims she should forgive him as a Christian. She takes him back, but
then it happens again and the cycle is repeated. “I feel biblically I should stay with
him,” she explains, “but I’'m very scared.”
C. ZEf5]= Scenario #3
1. BT RaR TR DR o “WAIEEHZ TR - 75erigR T - e
FURBNIAE—HRE - RRETEEBEELT -~
James and Christi fight constantly. “I know it’s not good for the children,” Christi
says. “I think everyone would be better off if we weren’t together.”

TEF HiRH#E = Definitions and Key Thoughts
A. FEEHEE Facts and Statistics
1. R4 2000 FEAY NI & - SR —SBRiE T - BRI E R T B EY
HE -
According to the 2000 census, for some US ethnic populations, single-parent
households outnumber homes with a married-couple family.

2. RIBEEASHTR BB ENE 2/ NESEAMAY S (2005 FRVEMRIL) f5H
8. 1%y S /e FHARME T 2L mal Bl EFetiiatl » R 63%HYSEE S BB A=
SCBREH[EIAE » PEBIRUR P T S T i (A -
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8.1 percent of coupled households consist of unmarried heterosexual partners,
according to The State of Our Unions 20035, a report issued by the National Marriage
Project at Rutgers University. The same study said that only 63 percent of American
children grow up with both biological parents—the lowest figure in the Western
world.

3. 2005 FAVHEAESR (T A) 3.6 0 2 1970 FE LKA R AR - K 2000 FHY
4.2 F1 1990 1y 4.7 -

The divorce rate in 2005 (per 1,000 people) was 3.6—the lowest rate since 1970, and
down from 4.2 in 2000 and from 4.7 in 1990.

4. EHEEAVPITREIR » 35%NEE N LE L FEBEELS - 18%AVEEES N L4 H
LS - AEEAAEET  SREREHYIE U i E—23% B9 A\ BES I
SR LA E
Research by The Barna Group shows that 35 percent of married people endure a
divorce, and 18 percent of divorced people are divorced multiple times. Multiple
divorces are extraordinarily common among born-again Christians—23 percent are
divorced two or more times.

5. FBRENIT A AT AIEEAE (SERER ) Pl - 525+ 2 BIEEAE S R
15 10 £ 15 1% > (IR ZENEREMPTHT REVER -

According to Wallerstein and Blakeslee, in their book, The Good Marriage, many
children continue to battle with consequential unhappiness even ten to fifteen years
after the divorce of their parents.

6. REHGIEEHE - BRAEENREER A -

Although Christian churches teach against divorce, the rate of divorce among
Christians is identical to the non-Christian population.

7. S RHIHENEL DARTHYE Bl B B 25 BES s E S YA -

Today’s pastors will deal with divorce and recovery much more than their
predecessors.

8. HHENMEEWREEWHIALS  WERE R ERVEES - [FlF - BHE 2218
AR - R R B D AMS IR EENS » N GRARFERASHY - Divorce is the death
of not only a marriage, but the entire family. It’s the death of a dream. Christians do

not enter marriage expecting a divorce.

B. EEZKchREE N EESHYE A Biblical Reason for Divorce
I FEERMEE 19:9 > HUERER - A0R— T EIE R 2 SME THAT R > 55—
Ji A DL HEEHEF S - RASIHE S CAIER « BN EWEID 7T
FIFELERESS - TSRS TETHY -
In Matthew 19:9, Jesus said if a spouse has committed sexual activity outside the
marital covenant, the other spouse is free to divorce and remarry because the marriage
vow has been broken. This does not mean divorce is required where sexual sin has
been committed, but it is permitted.
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C. 4RI H Reasons for Separation

2.

3.

4.

1. BB IR SR R S BGEERTV R B = (B T AB %% » AILUR
HAR By oy iy ZE R - BRdN g A EORELB M Ol r U2 B rE
RFHIZRE S

AR R ARIEZ RN RE AT T RAVBE S (HIERVIBHD) » Wi HFFE — B2 -
Physical abuse, though not addressed biblically, may be deemed a necessary reason
for separation to provide physical safety. Scripture does not command a spouse to stay
in a home where he or she or the children are being physically abused.

Restoration should be based on a significant change in the abuser’s behavior (true
repentance) that lasts for an extended period of time.

EHER S EERF - WIEBAER—E > AP AN K2Rk
ISHVBEE o 28T - BEE AV RN IR MY = 5 ] AR o B HIIN 2R - (E1R 6
RIERZ BB B B A RE R AR A S -

Mental or verbal abuse, like physical abuse, is not specifically addressed in Scripture
as a biblical reason for divorce. However, severe belittling and demeaning
communication can be a cause for separation. Restoration should follow the pattern
established for physical abuse.

Fof— 7 R iRRE E F IR T2ais - o Ry RV e - (BRI IEEE
S ERHIREEREZ -

Addictions resulting in harmful behavior to the spouse or children can be a reason for
separation. Restoration should follow the pattern established for physical abuse.
WIRAEfRHEE I RY) ~ KR ~ (EFTeH BN - B E A aEh
ZRGEE - WAEERUEE B - BOM AR AR E TR 0 T
LN H SteftE 2 2r T - (S1ER R G L als S S ae A REE

fﬁ °

Neglect or abandonment, such as failing to provide proper food, clothing, shelter, or
supervision of children that may result in life-threatening situations can also be a valid
reason for the spouse to remove either the children or the addict from the home to
provide a safer environment for the children and themselves. Restoration should again
follow the pattern outlined above for physical abuse.

D. BEEEHY{% 5 Consequences of Divorce

1.

2.

BESE (R THIRATE > HEEEAGHHRARE ©

Divorce always creates new problems, even though it may seemingly solve existing
problems.

" TTEEAMMI RS KENR T o RS - Al R RIS
HARE - &R A FIASRAY AT © | (AR REHTE L)
“Children feel that their childhood has been lost forever. Divorce is a price they pay as

forfeiture to their parents’ failures, jeopardizing their future lives” (Dr. Judith
Wallerstein).
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3. BEEHR S EHRZT o WHBEMIRGR - MRS AR B -
The pain of divorce can devastate and follow children into their adult years
influencing their personalities and life choices.

1. 3 §ffE (E5EX) Assessment (Interview)

A. ST B EEIEHIFRZE For Couples Contemplating Divorce
I REBRFAEFORKEAENT » Bw S oS (HEEEm 2K - 55l St M5 g ny
B — -
By the time most couples come for counseling with divorce as a possible option,
counseling is usually one of the last options.
2. FRERHIDUNRIRE - DAEE & A fa o B A\ st & T
Questions to ask to determine if a referral to a professional is needed, or if police
should be contacted:
a) RIVECIEE S G EIRIENA S EE ?
Are you in any physical danger from your spouse?
b) IR/ BRI Z T ER P EZHERE -
Describe any forms of abuse that has occurred in your home to you and/or
your children.
(1) EEFNEESEE - SEBRV/EEERS - MRCLEESIEFSE
A B RGEMERT © B R E R RC AT/ B TR B 2 4
HyRh 5 - Z81% - FEBEIGESRS -
Forms of abuse can include verbal, physical, and/or sexual. If physical
or sexual abuse has and/or is currently occurring, the first step is to
remove the abused spouse and/or children to a safe place. The couple
can then begin counseling.
(2) WM JFER] - ZENERMIRZER © 1A EAE HEEHER
1Thy -

If abuse is involved, the abused individual is a victim. No behavior
warrants abuse as a consequence.

(3) BEIZH "HEE, 2o o BERR T THHEN/REERBRLEE
Answers are not “right or wrong.” This is to see the mindset of the
individual/family members.

(4) HP RS - FEEEM T R - MK - A T FERES
JEE... BB GRS R G E O -

For follow-up questions try to refrain from asking “why.” Instead, use
“what was the reason for...” This will keep client from getting

defensive.
c) Ff A3 & Special Note
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(1) WFRAREFHREA _LAERHE - (R ]R8 FRZARIB IR AT AR YRR T A
EREAENER - SRS ERRE > I TR REIEE
¥ o — BARESEIRER BRI BRS T £ R0 i in
EHIETT -
If you are made aware of such abuse, you may be required to notify the
authorities depending on which state you live in and the circumstances
in each situation. It is always best to contact your local police station
and find out what your obligations are. Once you understand what
your specific responsibilities are should you be made aware of abuse,
it is a good idea to let the couple know in advance.

(2) WHRERF B REG AL/ ERE - FERaR
If suicidal or homicidal thoughts/intentions are mentioned, ask:
(a) tE ACARTE SIS ? Has the person tried it before?
(b) IE AFFEEHIE ? Does the person have a reason?
(c) IE NFETEIE ? Does the person have a plan?
(d) tE NFHEEWE ? Does the person have the means?
3. —f R General Questions
a) eTEERMTS KACE |24 ? What has brought you both here today?
b) VRAELRGHY HAELZ (/8 ? What is the goal of your coming to counseling?
¢) AT EIRAVISIAAR S @ Tell me about your marriage:
(1) {RM%5482% 2 1 2 How long have you been married?
(2) R =4 FH7BHY ? How did you both first meet?
(3) UK 5 1R FE Y21 TEE 2 What was the attraction to each other?
(4) BRI ELELS 2 What made you decide to marry each
other?
(5) FEeEEEIRIHYI% T  Tell me about your children.
d) SRIRMIREEE R T AR ?
What specific problems bring you here today?
(1) {RFIEL AT E sl s LY 7
How have you tried to solve these problems in the past?
(2) TRMRIE RS H 5 [ EEEE ? B RIE 2T 2
Are either of you considering divorce? What are the biblical grounds?
(FIF S (Et e E S RHEN B A
(Use this opportunity to explore what the Bible says about divorce)
(3) IBH FIfEHIZS LI ? Is there hope for reconciliation?
4) HFFFIREL g [EfTHY4EEE o Tell me about your walk with God.
(5) EFFEARIE & (RSB - OBk ~ 24 ) -
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Tell me about your backgrounds (your siblings, your parents, your
childhood).

(6) EAEIRAY Edn - BRI ETTEAE ?
What role has divorce played in your background?
e) EXMEETHEEE T EIRRE (LEZZT)

Let’s explore how divorce would affect your family (especially the children).

B. BEIERYZEE For the Victim of Divorce

1.

i3

2EHFRLHEEE - ELEOES - NAFIRHEEEEESE

W 5(85% » B E CFREE -

It is a positive sign when victims of divorce seek counseling because they are
demonstrating acknowledgement of the need for help in spite of a diminished selfview
brought on by divorce.

FRELZH LU T R E e S R EE M R A LR G e I E

Questions to ask to determine if a referral to a professional is needed, or if police
should be contacted:

a)

b)

c)

AR — R P REHHTERGZ — HIRAVEE ~ 175 ~ HEEAUES) (R

FHEPREEREIE ) -

Describe how you feel most of the day—describe your thoughts, actions,

conversations, and activities (you want to rule out major depression).

IRA BEEE CERIAREES ? 4155 » RASTHEE ? ST EIEiEres

WA ? IRE EHETEIITES 2 (IREFEER B R nT st s G E

NHTHTREME © )

Have you had any thoughts of hurting yourself or others? If so, do you have a

plan? What would it consist of? Do you have the means to accomplish this

plan? (You want to rule out the likelihood of suicide or threat of harm to

others.)

R & Special Note:
WIRIRESEA BT Rs B Rt E] » IR RE R EIR R e
HOTBUSHAREEREF - REFRESIREIERR > LT
FRIRIFERS - — BAR TR TAERR B T ReGETEF IR B R
T BAFRATSEFIEEA -
If you are made aware of suicidal behavior or plans to commit suicide,
you may be required to notify the authorities depending on which state
you live in and the circumstances in each situation. It is always best to
contact your local police station and find out what your obligations
are. Once you understand what your specific responsibilities are
should you be made aware of suicidal behavior or planning, it is a
good idea to let the individual know in advance.
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3. —f%f9H General Questions
a) S RAE R IRIEL(EE ?
How can I be of help to you today?
b) (RAEEREHY H HY Fyfl 2
What is the goal of you coming to counseling?
c) &H A MR IRHVIRARIA -
Tell me about your marriage:
(1) RIEE2 AT 2
How long were you married?
(2) IR BT 2
How did you both first meet?
(3) TRebIR T [ R R HEE 2
What was the attraction to each other?
(4) BATTE(REIRTTAE &S ?
What made you decide to marry each other?
(5) A ST RARMIHIFZ T AR -
Tell me about your children.
d) B - RIS LAY RIE A TR s ?

What feelings changed about each other during the marriage?
e) [EMEFFIAH IR 2 When did the problems start?
) RIS IRZ AT SE 2R 2 IR{F & S E S T AR E 2
How did your marriage end and what did you try to do to save it?
g) (RNRIZ TR EIERE ? BAHMR N Z 58 ?
How are you and your children doing now? Any other family affected?
h) IREERE TIRLERZ ? sEak E B -
What feelings have you gone through? Be honest.
(1) {22 BT 2
Who do you have to talk to?
(2) IRZAAI R TR SR RZ Y 2
How are you expressing strong feelings?
(3) HHHLRAY S :5484% » Describe your network of support.
(4) SRR AT IE R T RS 2 ?
What has been the financial impact to your life?
(5) AL IRERAE B 27 [ETHIE M -
Describe your walk with God right now.
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Critique and (ounsel

A= =
nq:'ElﬁgﬁiE =
B RE Biblical Insight

A. BBRHEEIRAYAE Scriptural View of Divorce
1. BHRIELE 2:16 57 " HEAIZEIRREBELS | o SeRES iR IEAE SR 2R 8y 55

S -
Malachi 2:16 says the “Lord hates divorce.” Malachi was addressing men who were
unfaithful to their wives.

2. GEEE 12:15 5RIMIEE " B SRAY NBEESE | o BN PR R RS ARG HY
A > BegTEZIEEMAM - SfERE - HEaEM - EEhth e e 4an
T WA T EE - ARG B -

Romans 12:15 states we should “weep with those who weep.” For those having
experienced the trauma of divorce, the church should be compassionate, grieve with

them, surround them with love in order to help them overcome rejection and feel
encouraged, and provide opportunities for them to serve in the church.

B. T AEEE  RAAEHEAR  FERM - MERKEEGFS - TSR X
K (HHAEL 24:1)
“When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his
eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of
divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house” (Deuteronomy 24:1).
1. EEPHRAEHEI R A RAE — bR & MHIEN - st - B AR LA
BAIRFE > AEGEFE T METENRER] - SR BEAEHeR a2 Ry T PRegAPLE
A B N\ — 2t e 52 2
The Mosaic laws regarding divorce were given in a culture where a man could
divorce his wife verbally and leave her with no property or rights. These

commandments regulating divorce were meant to protect those left most helpless—
the woman and her children.

2. EWHIZ NGBS - A RE -
God expects people to honor their commitments and does not give them an easy way
out.
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C.

TALFIEMER : TERE o RV R TR MTAEFE T RE R DURAIUE 7 o AREREE ¢ TR
PERRARTIRLEE » FrPAFFIRTUASE - EEMIARERE - 20 (BXEF 19:7-8)
“They said to Him, ‘Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to
put her away?’ He said to them, ‘Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted
you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so’” (Matthew 19:7-8).

1.

EAEHY e EISE B B FTEH (A 2:24) - EEPEAYME LA TEESS (EH
24:1)  {HIEHZAR R AL THIRE | o FERLEEENT - BHEE AT o BERNES
JERZ X SRR -

God has always intended for one man and one woman to remain married for life
(Genesis 2:24). Moses indeed permitted divorce (Deuteronomy 24:1) but only because
of the “hardness” of human hearts. Divorce is permissible under certain
circumstances, but marriage vows should be taken for life.

D. % HER Special Note

1.

s PP BRI B AR TR A, -
Ask for feedback on what the Bible says about their situation.

BEEREY 245 Wise Counsel

A. $HEE EERAERYRZE For Couples Contemplating Divorce

1.

PRETERAC P RHN BB B0 - fifE Lag i Eles - AT gEiiEs -

Explore what God’s Word has to say about divorce. Explain that God hates divorce
because of the hurt it causes.

HAtfERS - BELE e — feE PR SRV R IUR (— e SIS Ay -
Make clear that the only biblical reasons for divorce are sexual sin (by one or both of
the partners in violation of the marital covenant).

AR - BELENGIEan S RELS - 112 FOETE DAL M EAE o B NS
A — 5 E OO R - BB R B1E E R EE -

Make it clear that the Bible does not command, but rather allows for divorce in such
situations described above. Forgiveness and restoration are the preferred option when
true repentance and change is embraced by the partner violating the marital covenant.
Ao RS T AR SRR S FISE - (BT B AT RE T 2T i © 0%
NEE - BB ESR (P - AIeE AN - B 385 - EEERAEE
77 e

Empathize with the pain and hurt both spouses are going through, but explore the new
problems divorce will bring: financial difficulty, custody decisions (battles), probable
guilt, anger, grief, depression, and high levels of stress.
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B. $1¥BEEZEE For Victims of Divorce

1. SEEIEEASII A - A RE IR o WA IREIRREG (DAFE L& 40:27-28)
Encourage the divorcees that God sees their pain and is grieved by it (Isaiah 40:27—
28).

2. BeaRfhFIeer AUeEE SRV — 2B B Ot G R B AORITEE -

Empathize with their feelings of betrayal and rejection—relate to Christ’s own
betrayal and rejection.

3. fRREREGHIERE - CAVEEEME - DUERTRRIVIGTE o BRI RE TR W I LAY
[H > S EisE - & B SHEEE - BBNEZ - —EAEEEZX
KRB LEIEEL - HIFFFAE - B eERakit -

Explain the process of grief, its importance, and the time it takes. It can take two to
five years and consists of five stages: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and
acceptance. An individual will usually experience these stages many times in different
order until healing occurs.

4. GTHE MAELWAIEEEEERTET RKaE (EEE 8:28) -

Give hope that God can bring good out of this situation (Romans 8:28).

5. MERREEROAVE TN o HEAEAY NS REREZ BRI ARHY A0 - — A RA R
HOHMECHE » AREEIESES - &R BREERARIRN®EE -

Explain the importance of forgiveness. The divorcee must not accept the shame given
to him or her because of the divorce. An individual can never truly be healed until he
or she forgives himself/herself and the spouse. Otherwise, anger will turn into
resentment and bitterness.

C. % 5EE Special Note
1. seBhHET DA RSB ITE R T 2O TR E -
Ministers are encouraged to counsel in a non-forceful way.
2. EHENHEEZEIE HYEEsE > BRI Y > EHESG R o 05 [E
TLIREEHLES
The goals should be to reinforce God's Word, promote hope, and normalize feelings
vet guide towards a healthy mindset.
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5 APPlication and Fragcr

FEFEtR S
[EFH Application

A. FHEEAFE R EEEHY R ZE For Couples Contemplating Divorce
. S (LB - W REEE rT R ISR HEE ) -
Hold off on divorce (agree to attempt reconciliation first and consider the devastation
that divorce can cause).

2. SINEENVISIER (Brsa kTS — LR -
Attend professional marriage counseling (it is a good idea to have several
recommendations to give to the couple).

3. BEMEENERE/SNHEENEIRE S CEF - (HHEENREDEE - 2R A5
HEE - FEF— I Re A BB IR EGHEEEE) -
Read suggested books/Attend suggested marriage retreats (have a recommended

reading list and, if possible, a recommended list of marriage retreats that could be of
help).

B. ¢$1¥EREZEE For Victims of Divorce
I 203 NEVE S (TRt — St B It EE A2 ) -
Attend a recovery group (have recommended locations to give the individual).
2. SINHENH (RAFEEEAN—ER) -
Attend professional counseling (it is a good idea to have several recommendations to
give to the individual).

3. RN (R 2/ —FN)  FEBEMERNAERE (EiERA
HIHSEE R -
Make no major life decisions (including new dating relationships) during a time of
emotional vulnerability (ideally for at least one year).

4. TS B ETnE) (GRIL—E{EFE - eI RSCRES) -

Pursue church involvement (build a healthy safe network of friends and support).

Eﬁﬁ Prayer

TR > FRAFTRIZE VR IEEERELS - VRIS TS ARV -« MREE T BEREN - FEf2ZE - 248
i BalE—ES AFEEIEE - T > RMELEHNEER - FVEZERTE A B 8E
BEIRITFEER - S RE R Kigd. ..
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“Lord, we know that You hate divorce. You hate what it does to people. You hate the death it causes

of a marriage, a family, and a dream. And yet, it is a sad reality. We want Your will, Lord. We want
what is best for all concerned. I pray today for...”
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5 Taking it to the (hurch

g ThHIER

R EHEHEY 5 & God’s Purpose for Marriage
£ : BUEBhZEEERL By Jennifer McCurrach

EERE ¢ AR B SRR DL R S BRI AR INGE I - PRETIRH AR By RUR A - DU
ik o0 A5 LEfAlH - PRSI -

Focus: Describe the biblical foundation for marriage and how a biblical marriage is structured.
Discuss the common causes for failure within marriage and how to avoid those pitfalls while
strengthening your marriage.

RN : Lesson Text:

£l 2:18-24 "ERFIEEWHER 0 TP AMEAL - B s —(EECEE M o 7 VLA
PSR B st AR BRI 22 TP S RS AT E AL E AT - B AU o BB R A
(EY) - PR TINAT - ¥ R EG VSN PRE - TFHEBERL T4 - L2
&9 B RECEE B o ' HERIHE (e MR - fAhgtiE T o BB A —EREDE - ST
AIGHREZR « * BRFIZE gk B A & L ATEUHIRE - iRk —(E 20N - SEMhEI A BRAT -~ 5h
it IEERETEYE o ATEYRA o mTREE S N WRER BN 5 R
A < P AZEERBASCRE > BIFE TS > AR o

Genesis 2:18-24, KJV 8 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for him. ' And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of
the field, and every fowl of the air, and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them:
and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. >’ And Adam gave
names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there
was not found an help meet for him. >! And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam
and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; > And the rib,
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. %
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man. ** Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

FEREES ¢ DUIBATE 531 (AL » NEEEERASCR) » BTl S » AR —HG -
Focus Verse: Ephesians 5:31, KJV For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

XAbEEE © 4B 2 B Culture Connection: A War on Marriage
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ESMFELRE ST - S5 IIRR P E g 5 - e B HEBUFELR - /2R
FRATATERIAPEREARRIARAGERE o ARG SUE K — T BRI S e SR N — T A
(EIEH M H S ABHEAVIES - & (S HER) EREAGHEETIEOCE - BnEHess
R o 15 S IR R B R LR IR T U O RT SRR © 28T - PR TSRS (E
TR KL .

Our world is fighting a war today. This war is not over geographical territory, secular freedoms,
or governmental philosophies. This war is over the fundamental structure of our life and
relationships. The popular media seeks to introduce a new type of family unit as not only normal,
but desirable. Popular magazines like US4 Today run stories that insinuate marriage is obsolete.
These stories are supposedly based on reliable data from reputable sources like the Pew Research
Center. However, the western media is only presenting a fraction of the story.

BUSREE R » &S ANBURD - THEEEEI RSN - FE L BEREN SRR
FEE 5 FREREF ORI TR © BEZRBEERAE — BRI RN IREAE 40% /24 > ({2
SRR S BRI EA o 281 > BEWIFNSRES AT A S NS - [F—TEbTSEE R
T > 60% H RISt (m[E EE RS SE AT 92 —REHE - T BER ) HlmE
5 MRS BRI A (18%) Hhfomssd FIGIRIEEA (13%) B2 - 3%
FIH R BERVRRASREE » T6%HZa &R H CRER LIS T REZERITTER” > 1l 22%HY
LB AFTR R E R REEN TR L » FFZRMA G HE - G2 IS I
KRR FEH A Im B E A AT -

It is true that the numbers indicate fewer people are marrying while more couples are choosing
cohabitation. In fact, single parent homes and absentee parents have almost become an epidemic
in America today. While the divorce rates have remained stable at around 40 percent for some
time, it is still at a much higher rate than ever in our history. However, things are not as hopeless
as the media would have us believe. The same research also indicates that 60 percent of
Americans currently living with a significant other and not yet married do desire to get married
someday. Focus on the Family reports the findings by saying that more Americans believe the
sun revolves around the earth (18 percent) than say they have absolutely no desire to ever marry
(13 percent). When it comes to overall attitudes about family, 76 percent of the respondents
indicated their own family was “the most important element” in life, while 22 percent said it
was “one of the most import elements.” Many larger churches have reported an increase in the
number of unmarried couples beginning to attend church and seeking couples counseling.

ARPEE > S (HTEERERsE 1 B[t S AR A R FERI LSRRI 7 B et & P ey S A
EHERT o ZHAK MW SUE—ERE R BT PRI R SRS 2 - fem P ey
RGHRE - Pk T B3 ) HIERRETH - FERASHSEEN - B - MEciE
FEhHER - RS —EE RS WEER - BIEEZEN - RFTERTE
TEHBEELEMA T I EREAOER B - 1A 223500 R B R B R AR 2 ) B AR AN S
EREEAVER (5 o EARIEIITE R 7 =oKEE A o FMELRCIRAVRR (R B A
B BB G AR -
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So what is the obstacle to returning to a more traditional understanding of family and marriage?
Perhaps it is the negative perception of marriage that we have allowed to become common in our
society. For many years our cultural representation of the married state has portrayed marriage as
challenging and difficult. From the earliest media representations such as radio show called "The
Bickersons" to the modern media representations in television, movies, magazines, and books
our society has demeaned and undermined the purpose of marriage. Even within the churches,
we have sometimes become more accustomed to focusing on the problems and difficulties within
marriages rather than working to support and enrich healthy relationships by focusing on the joy
and strength that the married state brings. God created us to seek out companionship. Our
relationship with our spouse is meant to be a direct reflection of Christ's relationship with His
church.

FEHEELK Searching the Scriptures

DABBFREE 5:22-33 * (RIGEETHY - ENERE CHSER > WENER T 5 ° RERRESET
(9E - AEEEERGITE - MR 2BIIR T - B BRI ETE
ERENLBIER LR © 7 RPISCERR - HERFINET » FAREERE  hEgiac
P BRKFEE BB 0 BOREDE > T A DIBGE O MRS - ZEEET
BN 0 TR EVRCARE - T SRt EREEE T WEBEECNE T B
ZFFEEEECT - "HRYEAREEHCNE T SERERENY - FGRERERg—
%o HBRMERME RS o RIS ANSEEERECRE > BE TS 0 AR —
B8 o VIERMKIEN - HRBEFERENEGRN - C AMRMS AT EEET > AE
FHO 5 ETEGEMAYIL -

Ephesians 5:22-33 (NKJV) %’ Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. *3 For the
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.
24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything.25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that
He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies,; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His
body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but |
speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so
love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

SRR R > FRAMIHIAS AR (DA R B R B B E R
The Bible clearly indicates that a marital relationship must be a reflection of Christ’s
relationship with the church.
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EBEHER Talking Points

AR o 2R TR RSB E IR o AHE (MEGENER) HEN
% EEOREMR L E S EBNEL -

God designed marriage to be an earthly witness of His relationship with His church. Man’s idea
of what is good (or at least acceptable) is seldom, if ever, God’s idea of good and right.

B 14:12 §1 16:25 H—MHREE » APURIE » BER/IET ZRE -
Proverbs 14:12 and Proverbs 16:25 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death.

EEEHEEEE TR TR & F—FAE - dETERUR T ERVEZEN - EWHY
sTEIK B R HETE] -

This verse of Scripture is actually in the Bible twice almost word for word. Perhaps this is an
indication of its importance. God’s plan is always the best plan.

[l — N ERLE R BE MBIy — ST - BRIV HEY (RS - DUREMES K
RELE IR TELEN -

Review some of God's examples of marriage by examining the purpose (or witness) of each
relationship and what they can teach us today.

A PEFEFIKBE Hosea and Gomer
* AECIEHVE R Undeserved forgiveness
* FHAVEEEL Humility within love
* i B R R R (B L RE A H FL Addressing intimacy issues and selfishness

KGR E David and Michal

* fh= B EEECRE4E Lack of respect creating disunity

* REFE 4] 2 2205 JEL (<[ How attitude can affect emotional attachment
* fiE L B FARE Addressing selfishness

He-ZFIFEE Jacob and Leah
* XM —TESE{E Patience as a virtue

* Z 15 NANIEE The harm of ignoring others
* fiE R PR R EF I 2 B A B E Addressing money issues and intimacy
Issues
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W& RRr&E Jacob and Rachel

* St b ES (BESEF)

Spouse becomes more important than God (idolotry)
* WP AR L G Jealousy and envy creates danger
* LB FARIE Addressing selfishness
TR The Song of Solomon
* NS~ BHVEEZM: The importance of physical love
* ARSI 5 | IR EW B & The beauty and appropriateness of
physical attraction
* A R R B (B 1 RE Addressing intimacy issues

FTAEEERFE - DL B rh 3 S HAt R SER 17 > # m PP THEH - 454 ey =BG
IR - F—HWRFENBERMEEY - A EEER - ISR RV
HFTHIRR R EAR o et - EIFTEE LR ATRPIRVRE AR - S 2SI

B

All of these couples and many others in the Bible show us that the major pitfalls of marriage are
not new. Each couple teaches us to beware of letting selfishness, money issues or intimacy
issues take root inside our relationship. Ultimately, when we let these things in to our
relationship it leads to the devastation of divorce.

S EIABRAE R L - SRS T - 25 SOVMEE— RASHER 67 RS B
B8 - BRI FIREACE - BPLL AR IEESR 2 - B | > —ERIRE T
% TICBFIRNE - R EASNOE - BEHERE TR R R ELTE
KAV -

The divorce rate in the United States is the highest in the world. Current statistics show that
S50percent of first marriages and 67 percent of second marriages in the United States end in
divorce. This indicates that we, as a culture, do not appear to be learning from our mistakes.
What actually appears to be happening is that once we learn to walk away it only becomes
easier to walk away the next time things become difficult. Divorce has a tremendous impact on
families, children, and society as a whole.

HEE IR S BB IIARE > N AFTEEE A A E - HE - SENEEATEER
{5 - BEdETR - RFEE T W R EREORNEE - BESNMECE S S - i HiERERT
FIAA > HEENIS (T2 TSy BRI R EL S - BEER - B CHEYE
FRHIBRRSET - R R o R R (A A L BIHYEE R
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Divorce is associated with an increase in depression as people are faced with grief over the loss
of a partner, hopes, dreams, and ideals. Increased financial difficulties are also common for both
spouses following a divorce. Not only is divorce expensive, but most of the burden of raising
and paying for children often fall on the women, regardless of court decisions. Men in particular
experience greater emotional difficulty following a divorce as they deal with the loss of
intimacy and social interaction.

BES% » 2R JTEEE TR AR S S AL - Bl R MTEATE - —
(B R A oy B R R I (A PR AR SCRERI EoAt SO R AR R ) - IR IEAE TP R APERR (5
FK A2 ARE0 - 7] RE Bt P9 IR 1 R R A -

Children are often affected by a change in the type of relationships they have with one or both
parents following the divorce. The separation of one family and household into two (often with
the subsequent introduction of step-parents and siblings) can be confusing and complicated for a
child who is developing ideas around relationships and permanence.

BAFIIHUA R - — BRI EE RS EH G IR - 2% > IRFIEZFTESS T (A&
[ERBFHRNCA B3 BN AERAARE ~ 5 - DURE RyrP ORI - 2801 BE (e
ER R G P ORGSR PR 52 - BlEAE A et & DU 5 U P M
A o BEZRAOIL - BREE iR A — S F AR IE MM b E ER R - FRFEE e
H o~ i SRR ARG - RARTAERIGHRIE -

The best course of action is to start out by making good choices with whom we build
relationships. Then we should work continuously (not just when things are not going well) to
create and maintain strong, healthy, and Christ-centered marriages. However, the failure of
relationships has become a more prevalent part of our society and divorce will touch all of us in
some way at some time. When that happens, there are other biblical principles that can help to
mediate negative consequences and help to encourage learning, growth, and positive outcomes
for futures relationships. There is healing and hope for the future.

SEANE 7:8 TRAYLEON > N EGESHE | TREEERE] o AR 5 P fE BRI - BRFIEE
AMEFRETE

Micah 7:8, KJV Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in
darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.
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