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] Scenarios and Assessment

L g5 ZHISE Scenarios/Case Studies

A. &I — Scenario #1

C.EBHE=

AHTEMGNF 2R ILOEREREE > WMAFA 27 120 Hinf® (1558
fEFse (11 5%) PARGDHL (8 5%) » ST > {83 e AR LB FIREE - fimiElE
EROERAARE - WEIEE - KiF 2 AMER T WEEFIHENT R - fEM
MEF TERHIES ST » A2 R % 40 e 8 B 8 v e AR s S pk Rk » mlAE18En
ERYRRE H 25 BB 2 B8 - SIANEEE] > FEAEMES MRS AL - RIS S
AR ~ TR

Brad and Kerry, a faithful churchgoing family, have two boys and a girl: Jared
(fifteen), Derrick (eleven), and Sarah (eight). Derrick is struggling academically and
having difficulty focusing both at school and church. Brad and Kerry see similar
behaviors at home, and despite their best efforts, they are struggling to know how to
help Derrick overcome these challenges. In the midst of Derrick’s increasingly
difficult issues, Kerry has noticed that Sarah, a normally outgoing child, has become
more withdrawn at home.

Scenario 2

5 HBRISRA A M 4548 - W AES B Rl — BB AT R/ T - G EEHYE
—EEETHEER - BRI B A E o BB 2 TR RBR R AR o Y
BN EIR R E BT - 1§ BRI CA SR 2T M N
ZHE R EE - SRANZT RIS T2 1§ B R PRI SO » [ BEK
AT A ERY IR LR (EE - BERENERAGEAETE -
Mario and Jasmine are recently married and both have children from previous
relationships. Mario’s first wife left the marriage and has moved in with her new
boyfriend. Mario’s children are finding different expectations when they stay with
mom. Mario’s ex-wife no longer supports the godly values with which the children
were raised. As Jasmine’s children endeavor to accept Mario as their father, and
Mario’s children contend with conflicting expectations, tension is mounting for
everyone.

Scenario 3

TSI 30 HBHE - BB LIFAVERREE - B R ALk . —EBEk
BRA » T IK e —EREESEME - BEEREBGNZT » BRI
AR A BRSNSV T R ER R R > NIE BT -

Amanda is a hard-working single mother in her early thirties with a preteen son she
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has raised alone since his birth. Dillon has always lived on the edge, but recently his
angry outbursts and aggression have become a cause for concern.

II. EREEZTEES Definitions and Key Thoughts

A. TR 2007 FEFEE 2 E L E R - 10.2% SR EATEE RS S EHREE TR
FEF o EEECRHEE | BT RENER  BEH IR TIER S B T R 2
BT E M MM RE RER S -

10.2% of children live with parents who experience high levels of stress from
parentingstel( They often feel angry with their child, often feel that their child is much harder
to care for than most children, or often feel that their child does things that bother them a
lot.) ist» (2007 National Survey of Children’s Health).

R

B. *EP@ 2007 FEEEH = R ERFEREE - BEE T2 — (93%) NET—FYR
AR ASE DFIRENEN MEBEER - SNETIREEC

Each week, nearly one in 10 children (9.3%) age 6-11 years take care of themselves or spend
time alone without an adult or teenager for supervision (2007 National Survey of Children’s
Health).

C. 4% 2007 F2E 2 B 5 BRI - AEEREREBRRET % T B CRHEE S
JFERE TR B IR EE S -

Children with special health care needs are less likely to have mothers and fathers who are in
excellent or very good health (2007 National Survey of Children’s Health).

D. (FERUEHRER) ORI N\OEEERHEEI - ERETER - BB HE Y
FHELL B B IS N - B2 A I EEEENN T 16 H = » S ENEE
Al T 120 EFE -

The Washington Times analyzed the most recent census data, showing that the percentage of
two-parent families has dropped significantly over the past decade in all 50 states. Even as
the total number of American households with children increased by 160,000, the number of
two-parent households decreased by 1.2 million.

E. ¥ 2010 FFEE NS ERVER > H 1960 FLK » AJEERRRRE Ty 3 AR5
PO T —1& -

The number of children living in single-parent homes has nearly doubled since 1960,
according to data from the 2010 Census.

F. 4782.2% ¥iA T B8R RIS © 1 17.8% (A UERER KAL)

RIS -
Approximately 82.2% of custodial parents are mothers, and 17.8% of custodial parents
(approximately 1 in 6) are fathers.

G. % 2010 FEEE A S EATER © 55% 1VIER (RA) SEEIEEEE 5 31% 1975

b SR EABEIENE  ERELLBIER ST 1 21% BFEFERES A ASLE » 13% HY5hm 52

=~z
E‘O
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Black children (55 percent) and Hispanic children (31 percent) were more likely to live with
one parent than non-Hispanic White children (21 percent) or Asian children (13 percent),
according to data from the 2010 Census.

H 5 H > ERYF =52 —RE— 1,500 8 A—E8F CHBHENFE TR E -
BESE > STARFAT 500 E 44 R E AL A BRI HFRY S RE T A0 -
Today one-third of American children—a total of 15 million—are being raised without a father.
Nearly five million more children live without a mother.

L 2011 FOMN BRI AR EA—IE 78 » SORBVE B S8y F/ VFIUFERAR - 55—
DI IR —TEHTTEDT B R R SR R R 5B RIE T - FPEEACH
TR HF M EF P IEMSBEEN R E - B FRA% T hEERD )15
JEEL TR E -

A 2011 University of Melbourne study found that absent fathers were linked with higher rates
of juvenile delinquency, while a Canadian study showed that kids whose fathers were active

parents in early and middle childhood had fewer behavior problems and higher intellectual
abilities as they grew older, even among socio-economically at-risk families.

B (853%) Assessment (Interview)

A, B CE PR DL A

Questions to ask regarding general parenting issues:

1. e ISR A T 7
How long have these parenting challenges been present?

2. (RMEZERAEAERERRN T BTSSR EAREE ?

How long have these parenting challenges been present?

3. HRAIHVAERE S S A 7 iRyt 7 - DUR D # I BR B R 7
In what environment are you seeing the most parenting challenges? Are there
changes to your environment that need to be made to create less stress and anxiety for
your children?

4. BT RE T M EARUEE - HECRBFCE S E A EE ? Have there been
any major changes recently that have created more difficulty in parenting?

5. BRSCHE - ARTIEIR AT E B Z T2 aH —2HY3E ? Are you as parents in
agreement on how to discipline your children?

6. {RMIFTE TRVERRESBZ THI RN ET RHTT ? BREZCENEE - 2GRN
£% ? Do your consequences match the misbehavior or are you over or under-
correcting the behavior?

7. BZTHTRECERHENAEE ? B RS - AR B = FJERT
72 ? s there any overtly disrespectful behavior or is it just a matter of
forgetfulness, immaturity, and/or irresponsibility?
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8.

10.

IR & B R BRI &1 ? B S TR T O E /B LR - flanss
JEEES ~ RSN R EENE - B A DI B EEATIRT ? Are you working in
conjunction with the school and doctor? Are you checking to see if there are
underlying issues such as developmental problems, ADHD, or other treatable
situations?

{RAIBCE R & CEIL R RAVSHRAR - FR R Es T Iz T EE IR
P IRFIE AL T o BT R EH C R ER - AEER ?
Have you and your spouse been able to create healthy boundaries for your marriage
and consistent attention to each of your children? What kind things do you do with
each child to make him or her feel valuable?

TREVEZAFAENFEENE B (% 2 A i EE R 2 Is your child struggling in peer

environments as well?

B. HRA4HIZE (Step-parenting) FJERH LR -

Questions to ask regarding specific step-parenting issues:

1.

B BB CHREE - RIS HERE T — BRIl FE 2GS ?

As step-dad and mom have you designed a disciplinary plan on which you can both
agree?

1505 EREEREAECHREZ TG > EOHREE? 88 0 EREEH
HOHRAEZ T > EOtHEirEE |

Mom, do you take the lead when it comes to directly confronting your biological
children and Dad, do you do the same with your biological children?
EIRMIREELECEAGRAEZ T » (LR G HE ~ GMHEkE ?

Do you back each other up if you have to discipline your spouse’s biological child?
TR A IEAR B4 T 2GRN BR T E B IR 7

Are you developing a relationship with your stepchildren outside of just discipline?
R EERERMOIBEER T - HARRE ? 20 st AtMECREE
EE ~ MRS AR S s B 2

Are you allowing the assimilation process to be gradual and natural? Are you
allowing the children to develop their own terms of endearment for their step-parent?
BT EERMRR - 2E8F S HEEN SRS B R ER ?

Do you have consistent routines for your children when they are in your home?

TR G L T8 A > s a4 ThT T WA {181 2R e 2 A (B SR B AR A
{Eft{8ESNIE ]38 € ? Have you sat down with your children and had a
conversation of how they can successfully navigate the different expectations between
their two homes?

C. ARHEHRZRRE A AR

Questions to ask regarding specific single-parenting issues:

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
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. {REGHA RN R R GKREMREC ?
Do you have an adequate support network to help you?
2. HRERRERER T R4y B TG R HIVERRE 7 [EEH - B ACH
GIRELS > (Rt B S BGR R IH R RRE 2
Single mothers with sons, have you been able to have a conversation with your son
regarding puberty? Likewise, single fathers with daughters, have you done the same?
3. IRHVZ TRt R aE o BAERRIRSEE - o] DUE E TR SO B R A B
R AT AR 22 8 2
Does your child have a godly, healthy role model in his life that meets the void (lack
of father or mother figure)?

4. BEEBRPCER T (RS ARARE " —xZE ) (WREEBFSGE ST
fERT & E?

Single mothers with sons, are you putting unfair pressure on your son to be the “man
of the house?”

D. {A[i s SR BhHY

Red flags to know when to refer for professional help:

1. FArPEEEER S P e A BsR GBS A ERARE - SRR EEHE R
S T2 RERT - BEEEZ TR B RGFENEY - SUERICEE 1R B -
Each pastor should be aware of local state law regarding mandated reporting issues.
If there is any reasonable suspicion of child abuse or reasonable suspicion that a child
is harming himself or herself, appropriate action should be taken.

2. FEMETE N ARZTH E CBHM S ER B RE - AT RE TR TR
TLENRREZSN - D2 0B EER B EERE -
In very extreme scenarios, if a child is dangerous to himself or to other family
members, she may need to be removed from the home to receive necessary help.
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Critiquc and (Counsel

1. EE4X#%E Biblical Insight

A, RHEE R R R iR GRS HE R A FEAOR - 280 BS3F 2 CRER
i 7SRRI TRV EE - KM Z T B BT 22 H L H 2T -
BOFELETEHEENER -

Parents are expected to be the primary source of imparting biblically sound principles
to their children. Far too often, parents are forsaking this biblical mandate and
expecting teaching to come only from children’s ministry leaders, youth leaders, and
the pulpit.

1. FHEREC 6:6 -9 ' S HF I RavEEET 20 O b 2R BB EIRY
S - fEEmITARER AL - TTAERS b > BT - sk #EskEm - BT
F ERacHt  BAEH LRSS NEEAEIRFREIFIHE L - W ARETSET
e |
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 And these words that I command you today shall be on
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you
lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.

2. &S 1:8-9 "EA > HERICHIIEE > A oIEE R EAR] Rk
EEIEIREE EHYEET - RIE RS8R -
Proverbs 1:8-9 Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your
mothers teaching, for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants
for your neck.

3. RE 226 " HEZE  [LMEETE - SRR AR -
Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old
he will not depart from it.

B. ffiag O BEEZARE R - EEEZ TIVERET > KBEERUARER
BB - SRS ATAVRT -
Parents are commanded to discipline or chastise children. In this act of discipline,
parents are to mirror the motives of our heavenly Father, which is to bring the fruit of
righteousness.
HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
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I RS 19:18 " EF755  EETHIZF - FHIO-T BIAEIEL -
Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, for there is hope, do not set your heart
on putting him to death.

2. HE 2917 [EEMEIET - MBI - O -
Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give
delight to your heart.

3. FERE12:7-11 .. EEHENCEHINT  EEHN T s o (L
TEFHTER LB 57 © NEENIE - ST ERHAAE KRB &
KA IR N TP LHIFER -

Hebrews 12:7-11 (ESV) “... but he [God] disciplines us for our good, that we
may share his holiness. For the moment all discipline seems painful rather

than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it.”

C. B AU CE I CRIER AL - B SCE #5 | FAGTRRET - 240
"BL ) —EEEREACOE shebet © fRIE (SRFRAA(E A SCEE UL (Strong's Hebrew

Lexicon)) 55 7626 %% - HEEEE © BL ~ FHL - Rl ~ 288 - Hefe ~ HERL ~ 52
RS - HAFHARSE @ a B~ AL b, & (AR EGREERIIN) c. i (1
FANTE) d R (EWRERED e 5RIE ~ R - BETFERAIEL S
R T 31 2K > HepfRT 2 RS - R PEEREMRY "Rl IEEEM
REFT NHIRERL -
Four verses of Scripture admonish parents to use “the rod.” These verses are often
cited to advocate corporal punishment. The word rod is "shebet" in Hebrew. This
word is defined in Strong's Hebrew Lexicon #7626 as: rod, staff, branch, offshoot,
club, scepter, tribe a. rod, staff b. shaft (of spear, dart) c. club (of shepherd's
implement) d. truncheon, scepter (mark of authority) e. clan, tribe. It is used thirty-
one other times throughout the Bible, and each of these times except for two the rod
is a figurative rod, not a literal rod.

D. Nt - ERERMESZHE - SEEOCHERE R —5 A AR
BUEEZ T PEEMTIE RN - EREAERTGET - BEEREREAEEH
B ERFTEHAEARE © 2800 > EEESORN R H P ESGHISET ©
It is worth consideration that these passages are actually encouraging parents to
extend their “rod” over their children by demonstrating God’s shepherding nature and
teaching their young about godly authority. While corporal punishment is a personal
decision that should be carefully weighed by each family, these verses are not
necessarily speaking exclusively of corporal punishment.
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1 RS 13:24 " AEFRRETHFHY  2IREM  EH TR - BEFE
e
Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is
diligent to discipline him.

2. JRE 22:15 " EEREZEAL - BRI A DU EER -
Proverbs 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of
discipline drives it far from him.

3. BT 23:13-14 " AEANERIZE  RARETM - oS 2H5E - IRE
BLFTAE > BEAT DAR Y EE sl e N 2R -
Proverbs 23:13-14 Withhold not correction from the child: for if thou beatest
him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt
deliver his soul from hell.

4. BRE 29:15 " RFTHIEFRENNG &R § ey 5 (B R - |
Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself
brings shame to his mother.

E. R THESCH - RS2 an R DIE B 5220 0 BIE R E R Rt E
It o W—EB I ANINS > BRESASMERRNRI L — (2ERATE
2:8) 5 MR R E R R e -

Parents, and specifically fathers, are also commanded to treat children with love, even
in times of correction. Avoiding anger is actually a mark of holiness for a man (I
Timothy 2:8). This principle is likewise applied to parenting.

1. DBEFRE 6:4 " IRIMESCHRY » AEEH AR - REIRE VG
EREBM -
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

2. HREEVEE 3:21 T R(MIESCHAY - AEER LR ek T
e
Colossians 3:21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged.

3. HSATE 5:3 " A BERIFTEEAHRFINY - T2 EREERESER -
I Peter 5:3 Not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to
the flock.

4. BRE 16:23 T HEARLEFIMEYT - EEATAYER REERT -
Proverbs 16:23 4 wise man's heart guides his moth, and his lips promote
instruction.

5. e 16:21 ' REHEAREE - |
Proverbs 16:21 Pleasant words promote instruction.

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
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6. BMAMEE 18:5-6 ' NLAIIAERF—(EGE/ ML T » BUEREREL - ML
S EEA—E/NFERERY - EA R AR E ASHE E o JUE
TS o
Matthew 18:5, 6 And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my
behalf is welcoming me. 6 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who
trusts in me to lose faith, it would be better for that person to be thrown into
the sea with a large millstone tied around the neck.

7. R%F 2:7-8 " FEHCHNEFEE STV - EFE LEIEE
B SEB4IE ~ AR o (RO AR rTER MR S 0 (R
=M
Titus 2:7, 8 (ESV) Show yourselfin all respects to be a model of good works,

and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be
condemned...

SnERANEN %) Wise Counsel

A. BINBEERRIRTE RV T

Regarding raising children with special needs:

. Al > KA FRYNRGEEARREN N LR @RS - A
Be 7 rRE A R B RG BTG 4 L AIRRRE - 1 MR 25 0 oe BRI ER S B
SCRHNEETR o L - AEE T - U)70FE SIS B ARSZ T 2R G FE A .0
8 o BHWAEAFRIEME » I H LIS ITEET -

Sometimes there are organic issues that can cause healthy people to become
unhealthy. Some children may be unable to focus on schoolwork and parental
commands due to physical or emotional obstacles. It is important to not crush
his or her spirit by ridiculing or demeaning him or her when disciplining.
Discipline must be strategic and done in a loving way.

2. HRATREZTEREARBONE  AENs B - 2l E28
(NE/VEETLEM » FAROEZT - REEHeE - KRAEEGE
THEUEEIAN R BEENE - SRR s E a2 BT - 280 - &
Tz TEENEESE 2% o F (I IRETEERE E R E B
AV IRERELE ) - L2 » WRZFLARIEENTE - TR
e s - 2R - B0 - oK~ WETE - AR RS -

Learning more about what a child is actually dealing with will help to guide
parents, teachers, and even church youth leaders. Often parents and pastors
can be afraid of labels like ADHD, developmental delay, or learning disability.
However, when a child receives the appropriate diagnosis, everyone can be
proactive and give the proper care. When a child does not receive the proper

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
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help, he or she instead receives negative labels, such as dumb, lazy, rebellious,
or slow.

QLR TEEL T AR TR A TAST - B T IS4 » L
TEESR SR LEET (FRIER - FoE - F85%) o 16 %
TF—RAEFEZ—ZEFEES » RN E—RGTRLEK -

Parents need to give directions in a way the child understands them. He or she

may need visual directions to go along with verbal commands and may only
be able to receive one or two directions at the same time.

SCRHE T VRETEBOTRA — 2SS - i AR — 20 - SR
RN WA 2 A EEREZOTE AR AL T At
ZINEZBENEZ BA —HHFEA - A S E R HATERIEEIEE &=
% RHEAFLNZTIIZEE - 2800 > BIfEEEVE - RATEREE
HRBEWIER - @EEEILE - b sEeniERt S EZ T E
FEE B RIVEERER - REEEE R IR S v - 27
TR AR 22—/ NFHREERR © 2810 > R ERARAETETURS: > ST REEH
REEE IR EE AN Z T RERAER] -

Both parents must agree upon discipline and it must be consistent. This does
not mean it should be identical for all children, just consistent. Routines are
crucial to any and all families, especially those with younger children.
However, teenagers tend to be much more settled also if their lives are
governed by routine. Sleep is a key component for helping children to
respond well to directions. According to the National Sleep Foundation,
school-age children need ten to eleven hours of sleep a night. Due to the
busyness of life, many families have difficulty applying these helpful
principles.

HINARIAT REZ TR S - SRS Z T 1IER - SOGRBR
FEMZT - IR RERER o SR TR T A RNE
d 0 BRAE AR IC B CIVRFREIEUG ) - WA T iRe B2 EIE T
FAERL AR -

It is very difficult for parents of a child with special needs to balance their
energies with their other children. Knowing your children’s love languages
will help you to direct your energies in a way they will best receive.

B. BHERSHSE TP AR

Regarding parenting within stepfamilies:

1.

AR R PE RIS > FTEEEAYPREL - S Z R E A R R E RGBS
i - BT (AR e H R O EHIBE - IR M&R %
AR (HESCEMERS ) > BB R B4R T 2T (R R (4 » A0R—(iL
45— PInR T EE T HIE B SRR AT 2 Bl a8 R A TS A [FHY K
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RATREG 5 (85 —3508 R IMR v Y TE 28 - B HFEAE » EZEL
RytE TR~ BR Oy 2 o RERR A DUBESEFAR ~ BEETHYSIR © 280
LRI > A AR e 2 BB (R HAVIS (88 - (NIt > EXEH
EFHER; - JEEEHESEZ TR > 48 T M e s e -
Marriages forming step-families are facing the challenge of bringing together
two different family systems. This can be a gradual and delicate process. The
nonbiological parent must take the time to create a healthy relationship with
the stepchildren. If a stepfather begins making demands of his wife’s teenage
daughter that are different than what she is used to, there is likely going to be
a long and painful battle. This daughter needs to know the stepfather has her
best interest at heart. Mom may have chosen a new husband, but her daughter
needs time to mirror this choice. When parents are thinking of remarriage,
they should carefully consider the feelings of their children and provide
necessary adjustment time.

e - IKEEMAVEE CREIIFEEIVEEZE) 1 KEEI EHFE
BFHIELE o MR BB T G 2E (blended family ) | ZE{[EE -
AR5 1% (blender ) EEZABEIEFTAMDRHEFEE—IE » Al AR T H—
FHEM R AR EEE 7y o M8k - " /b (chopped salad) | & —
{EFHIEEN » R BMEHUIRE T » B PER A = T — S AR
HC > MHERARZ BEIERET T - SF 2 RERIAE EH CRER A —
{iEl " R R E (microwave family ) | — UG FERUERUE - HIEL—
T > BRRETLZFERT A REER B ILARE - 2AM - fAVESsR S IFHILE
g HE & —EWD#E (casserole ) o WhEiSRFEZ LUK EE = ERE—E
W - FFSERE - BB I2ARA B CHIRF B S 57 - [ERM
E—E RN ER R - S RERETREIRE B CHVEFEE - [FEE
W T RE B S iERYERE BN © Ron Deal, in his book The Smart Step-

Family, discusses the best way to cook a stepfamily. He does not encourage
use of the term “blended” because a blender brings everything together but at
the loss of one’s identity. A chopped salad is not the way to go because you
lose pieces of yourself and there really is not a sense of cohesiveness. Many
families would like a microwave family: Nuke the family and instantly create
loving relationships between all members. However, he concludes the best
way is a casserole. A casserole is cooked a long time over low heat and when
it is finished each member has remained its individual identity. Every member
of the family can feel a sense of individuality and yet discover a sense of
belonging to the new family structure.

FF 27 [EIRF AV M E R EE - INIE - ATEC IS Z [ IREF By iE eIk
FEEN o AR R T W E 5 e Z TS R A HE T T
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WAL I AR ZetE > CRHUIE &R T AT ATE T E HIAH R AR

# o BURREOFRENR - EEHCHREM  HREREN -ZFE -5
ng S HLAM AT E AR B IR LESIRY © [EINF - AR TR S E R
PR A EATE T3 - EXRTFEHE - FRIED KERF B EE T2
feed - AR AR S (E R E P S AR RVENS - AR > Ry
CEFG IS LT 2T Ry nI SRR - RE LIRS iy HE R 21 -
W MRZTHIEECE T HNES AFEEVER > WP #Z

T TREAE AR - AR 7 ) B DU DR TR

SR AT RSB MR EM - & - IRATREESZ T 04
75 HERWHEAEC - BCRBHTHEE -

Because the children live in two homes, communication between ex-spouses
is vital. There is the responsibility to make transfers happen as smoothly as
possible and be conscientious to follow the guidelines as given by the courts,
if a court is involved. Stepparents will need to be clear as to what their
expectations are for their home regarding media, clothing, language, and so
on. At the same time, they must also accept the differences their children
experience in the other parent’s home. Stepparents must realize that, outside
of abuse or gross negligence, they cannot change what happens in the other
home. Instead, great parents find “teachable” moments to instill godly truth.
If a child shares information about a questionable movie she watched, a parent
could ask the child how she felt while watching that movie. A follow-up
question could be: “Is this a movie that a Christian should watch?” However,
the parent should not discipline his child for something that happened in the
other home. This could cause the child to become bitter and withdrawn.

C. BN E T HHRECE

Regarding parenting in single-parent families:

1.

B S SN BRSOV E RIS T —HEIBEEC 0 55—
A HREESZTIEME - MR REVBEL - £ e — 7 TR
BUR ST A ERF 25T » [EF N RErR /e SgayIF R BkE 0 - RFIERERY A
EEEEN A RAMEIREGZ T - 5 R hE—NCEE e - 2
HEEEL © WAL T Se R IEEE © RIERTA RE R/ NET - HHCREE
R IO A e S EET 2 mEAsmmgIrI s - iEES
W AR R A PR R 15 N AR, o M3 B B R IR AT E AR AR
WIRA G RBEHR » WREAEZ FAVESE ST A - HitL > EBIEHK
BREEE  WERIEHEAY 5L A E A SRES © SRR © S
M= #FEAMAKH(E(E - Single moms and dads must work very hard to
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care for themselves and serve as the sole parent to their children. The
balancing act is how to work enough to make ends meet but then have time
and energy leftover to infuse children with life principles. As one parent, he
or she must prepare food, help with homework, and do all! Single parents
often feel a great amount of guilt over their divided time and can be easily
overwhelmed by their weekly challenges. Their anxiety over their own
circumstances can easily spill over and be mirrored in their children’s
behaviors. Strategies for managing time or finances and tips on dealing with
anxiety are all valuable to a single parent.

AT SRR E S - SR R E R RS R A AR T < 2R
M BERCREEEE  AERER 1Bz T A SCREEERY AT
MERFHGIECHS - B8 L KEAE= GRS - BT
5 HEEEA SR EEERNESIRE - 2T g BT
TREFHIA ) EHEE CHY R o AREAERRE - SR ERAE - RE
Dt 2 BIGE - It > bR LA RER A ECER AT E T X
o TR Bt B CREEARERIMUE - iR TR
CAEENTERHEN - BABEA etk - HIIEKERRIIA - S
BEE . NMEREE B R RENV T EE R S OB S - AR
FIHRINZ i L HVEE S -
Many single parents are looking for a new spouse, thinking that this is the
solution! However, single parents should be careful not to choose a new
spouse just to bring a father or mother figure into their child’s life. In fact, the
hunt for a new spouse can often become a highly emotional roller coaster for a
child, as they see “nice” people come in and then quickly move out of their
lives. Instead of finding a “father” or “mother” figure that is a dating
candidate, the single parent should more wisely bring their child into contact
with healthy spiritual role models that are already married or not dating
candidates. This wisdom can save the children of single parents from great
heartbreak and, ultimately, anger.
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5 APPlication and Fraycr

EZER Application
A, BHERHR R EERE IRV TTE ¢

Ways that parents can improve their parenting skills:

1. SNIEEE SR BGREcE LR -
Attend a parenting workshop.

2. MeEAEEEE AT R o B RS SH - AEA
—IREEMA -
Address inappropriate communication styles or negative behaviors such as
angry outbursts, silent treatments, or blame.

3. TRz THE SR WEHERIE - Az riee Rz 210y etz
=
ﬁ o
Learn your child’s love language and think of creative ways to show your love
in ways he or she will understand.

4. BREEHRAEHEERE o GRS RE - RFEEL IS E R Z 5
OFF o AET AR TR B IR e T
Read books on parenting. If you are a two-parent household, take time to talk
about what you have read and how you can apply it.

5. #IE—EREREH ST ESETE -

Work out a discipline plan that you can consistently implement.

6. EHZT K/ VIR R

Manage children’s and teenagers’ media time.

7. HEILEEF/ DENERGEARER > G5 - T4 - iPad ~ FEfiE ~ LY
{1y Xbox FFHERY - LARMEIRAERE ) - SCRF P DUBESE (o PS4 R AS -
EFEEREAE - MEEH RO EHE T A > RS BRI RS -
HER AR R TR E R DO AR ) B WL AR - EERTRE AR
G - BT B AR BB -
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S 2T AR A 4k - M0 i SR N e ew e - H
AT A 2 B T AR LB ] ALEEeE -

Monitor teenagers’ media usage (cell phone, ipad, computer, xbox with
internet access, and internet). You may choose to use filters, but you should
definitely have some type of tracking device that sends a report to you listing
all visited sites with a rating of those sites. There are several inexpensive
options available.

FENERZ STt T - BIREEEZ A 0T R > 7 LAzR]
&GN o a0 - ATLLSE TR/ NEBEE I (R RIS - BT R
ANETEANEER - A DU o o] DERE —E T IS8R 0 i
WE G 7S - Gl 3ol - 5 - E SRz A
K AT LAULE-F N =77 % » ) | FlI 65 e Bt — LK1z K | )
Catch your children “doing good.” When you notice your child’s good
behavior, reward them by giving a rock or token that they can cash in for a
prize after receiving six or seven tokens. Have a prize bin that may include
age-appropriate items such as toys, books, or written rewards like “Stay up
thirty extra minutes past bedtime on a weekend” or “Go out for ice cream with
a parent\”

B. EIL{EEHHR TR ORHES |
Strategies for building healthy child-parent relationships:

1. CRHEE SRR fEEENRHEBE R EZ T T AR -

Parents should model the ability to say, “I’m sorry”” when appropriate.

2. EMBRTREGHE  EEUSUENEHEE LA EVELT - Bl
FEHCHVEEBERSZ -

Have regular family meetings where each family member can express himself
or herself freely and without fear.

3. ax - EEmRENERETE  GAFE  nDHELFEFHBANE - 565
ZrFonERE (FlansEais) - Bz Tt 2B E S REAR &G -
Discuss the discipline plan as a family and, if necessary, make adjustments or
ask the children to “sign off” on the plan.

4. WEMRfES - FEBE BTG R EA G EE B REN—ID
ﬁ o

Make sure that prayer, family devotions, or times for spiritual conversations
are a regular part of the family routine.

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
FIEELE] > FEE S B AR A -

*Use of this material does not qualify the user as a “mental health professional” and should be communicated as such. It is
important to refer individuals for professional help if the need arises beyond the scope of this quick-reference guide.

Page 16 of 29



LYFE[ |NE Dealing with Parenting

C. HHRERRER IR TE -

How to take action for severely dysfunctional family systems:

1 SORDEAVEZE AN L8 - B0 - SERHEE ~ BEREEAR - X
FEJEIFRAN - AR M - BEE s B E R B IR
SCRFELABN o

Engage the help of necessary professionals such as school counselors, medical
practitioners, or a family therapist. Some parenting issues will require a team
to provide long-term care and support.

2. WRZTHECSSE PRI HAM R B RG-S RIREUE &
A B

If a child is a danger to himself or others in the family unit, immediate action
must be taken.

t#& Prayer

A RPEIEE

Focused prayer for the pastor:

L SR HCEE — R 2/ 0 - MR P T e Y 5 fE s PR R
Feim e BB [EIEL L

Pray for God to give him or her a love for children and a compassion for the
unique challenges of parenting.

2. KRR G P E—E%E - HAERILEENEE -

Pray for healthy communication within the family units in the congregation.

3. KB GREZTEANEEZE  FFRE VAR EES
77 ° Pray for positive spiritual influences over the families in your
congregation and pray against negative spiritual influences.

4. SRt NP RERG o EYCEREE R Z TN ET RIE R - TEEE
&~ BE o BRI HYHRERTISER -

Pray for discernment to know if an emotional, spiritual, or physical issue is
causing the undesired behavior.

5. SRAHEESCREANY ol ) 5222 > A {5 20 s R SO
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Pray that the hearts of fathers would be turned toward their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers.

6. RAEGTHIF—(ERER EOEHEE -

Pray a prayer of blessing over church families.

B. BBV S

Focused prayer for the parents:

L SRYEBISCRE - RIE A Al a2 o R AR A2 Ay A e o

Pray for ways to infuse godly principles into their children.

2. RAFEBICERHTEA I - ERBEBEERZ THIE L sERFEMRSE
LB —EG

Pray to not become weary in well-doing and remain consistent in their care
and discipline.

3. KYRSTIZTERS » BE (IR SRS AR -
Pray for the emotional, spiritual, social, and physical well-being of their
children.

4. Kz T ZEHE -

Pray for their children to have a love for the truth.

5. KRB TAERER R - AEEEIL (R HAEE A ARREE) -

Pray for their children to positively navigate peer relationships.

6. Kfffri&iz T (EMFIEEREE Bk = SR i E Bt g - 98
SPLATRE o WRFSHE

Pray a prayer of protection for your children as they navigate an often-godless
society.

7. REBEFRER LRSS -

Pray a prayer of blessing over their family.
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4' Rccommcndccl Resources

HBHBEERE

Stephen Arterburn ~ Fred Stoeker & (EBIIREY 5S¢+ THA I EEHE B AAUREL) (Preparing
Your Son for Every Man's Battle ) ° WaterBrook Press » 2003 ~ 2010 °

George Barna 2 » (BFEZFRUAEENIE L) (Transforming Children into Spiritual
Champions ) ° Regal > 2003 °

Gary Chapman ~ Ross Campbell & - (#ZTHIfEE 7 5E) (The Five Love Languages of
Children) - Northfield Publishing » 1997 °

Gary Chapman & - (&/DEAFFEE 2 5E) (The Five Love Languages of Teenagers) ©
Northfield Publishing > 2000 °

Tim Clinton ~ Gary Sibcy & ° (BIBEEEIRAVZ T © AU[ELZ FREPHRZRMI (% - A E0HE
R FECREEGEEER]) (Loving Your Child Too Much: How to Keep a Close Relationship with
Your Child without Overindulging, Overprotecting, or Overcontrolling ) Integrity Publishers > 2006 °

Ron L. Deal & - (HEBHFTEAER S iE) (The Smart Stepfamily ) ° Bethany House » 2002 °
g. Don Dinkmeyer Sr. ~ Gary D. McKay ~ Don Dinkmeyer & ° (X EEFAit) (The Parent's
Handbook ) ° AGS » 1997 »

James Dobson # - (&&F B4 ) (Bringing Up Boys) ° Tyndale House Publishers » 2004 ©

James Dobson # o (& & % ¥%) (Bringing Up Girls) ° Tyndale House Publishers » 2012 e

James Dobson & ° (ZBEEZ TN EME/NRMEYEE) (Parenting Isn't for Cowards) ° Word
Publishing » 1987 °

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
FIEELE] > FEE S B AR A -

*Use of this material does not qualify the user as a “mental health professional” and should be communicated as such. It is
important to refer individuals for professional help if the need arises beyond the scope of this quick-reference guide.
Page 19 of 29



LYFE[ |NE Dealing with Parenting

Shannon Ethridge & - (CEBIRAY 5T TEF AEEHE 22 AAYF L) (Preparing Your Son for
Every Woman's Battle) ° Random House * 2010 ©

Adele Faber ~ Elaine Mazlish % - (40fA[ER » %748 ; EREE » 174535 ) (How to
Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk ) ° Avon Books * 1980 °

Kevin Leman & - (EEIAFIHEAS —(E25097% 1) (How to Have a New Kid by Friday )
Revell » 2008 °

n. loveandlogic.com —{[&/ 44 S sEE B ITHI4EE - SEETAREE B R FiT BHE
EHE - WERHLEFZ ] e T B S E R -

Jane Nelson #& - (IE[H#7{E£) (Positive Time-Out ) ° Prima Publishing > 1999 -

Les Parrott [T 2 - (EBHIEERHFLFHYE /D) (Helping Your Struggling Teenager)
Zondervan Publishing House > 1993 ~ 2000 °

David Stoop ~ Jan Stoop T4 o (SEESHEBMZFCE TR RETRARHEFIERAEZE) (The
Complete Parenting Book: Practical Help from Leading Experts ) ° Revell » 2004 -

Cynthia Tobias & - {ft{ryE3 75) (The Way They Learn) ° Tyndale House Publishing °
1998 -

EBNAEEIE (ADHD)

Daniel G. Amen % - (&% ADD : ZEBMEAVETE - EENR T #EIE S HEA EEANE R
TR ERE) (Healing ADD: The Breakthrough Program That Allows You to See and Heal the 6
Types of ADD ) - Berkley Books » 2001 °

W& (Adoption)
Karyn B. Purvis ~ David R. Cross * Wendy Lyons Sunshine & o (ZI7#84509%% ) (The
Connected Child) ° McGraw-Hill » 2007 -

Tedd Tripp & - (4& % THI L) (Shepherding a Child's Heart ) ° Shepherd Press » 1995 -

Nancy Newton Verrier & ° (JE@IHYRIE @ s¥aktirEZz -0y HF) (The Primal Wound:
Understanding the Adopted Child) ° Gateway Press » 1993 o

HERAABMRAFTRERE AR T OBEBEEEAS ) B et A AR - A EZEF KB A RS E5R
FIEELE] > FEE S B AR A -

*Use of this material does not qualify the user as a “mental health professional” and should be communicated as such. It is
important to refer individuals for professional help if the need arises beyond the scope of this quick-reference guide.
Page 20 of 29



LYFE[ |NE Dealing with Parenting

Books on Parenting

Arterburn, Stephen and Fred Stoeker. Preparing Your Son for Every Man's Battle.
Waterbrook Press, 2003, 2010.

Barna, George. Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions. Regal, 2003.

Chapman, Gary, and Ross Campbell. The Five Love Languages of Children. Northfield
Publishing, 1997.

Chapman, Gary. The Five Love Languages of Teenagers. Northfield Publishing, 2000.

Clinton, Tim, and Gary Sibcy. Loving Your Child Too Much: How to Keep a Close
Relationship with Your Child without Overindulging, Overprotecting, or Overcontrolling.
Integrity Publishers, 2006.

Deal, Ron L. The Smart Stepfamily. Bethany House, 2002.

Dinkmeyer Sr., Don, Gary D. Mckay, Don Dinkmeyer, The Parent’s Handbook. AGS, 1997.

Dobson, James. Bringing Up Boys. Tyndale House Publishers, Inc, 2004.

Dobson, James. Bringing Up Girls. Tyndale House Publishers, 2012.

Dobson, James. Parenting Isn 't for Cowards. Word Publishing, 1987.

Ethridge, Shannon. Preparing Your Son for Every Woman's Battle. Random House, Inc.,
2010.

Faber Adele, and Elaine Mazlish. How to Talk So Kids Will Listen and Listen So Kids Will
Talk Avon Books, 1980.

Leman, Kevin. How to Have a New Kid by Friday. Revell, 2008.

loveandlogic.com A website on verbal discipline techniques. Discusses matching
consequences with behavior. Lots of free downloadable articles and handouts.

Nelson, Jane. Positive Time-Out. Prima Publishing, 1999.

Parrott 11, Les. Helping Your Struggling Teenager. Zondervan Publishing House, 1993,
2000.
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Stoop, David, and Jan Stoop, eds. The Complete Parenting Book: Practical Help from
Leading Experts. Revell, 2004.

Tobias, Cynthia Tobias. The Way They Learn. Tyndale House Publishing, 1998.

Book on ADHD

Amen, Daniel G. Healing ADD: The Breakthrough Program That Allows You to See and
Heal the 6 Types of ADD. Berkley Books, 2001.

Books on Adoption

Purvis, Karyn B., and David R. Cross, Wendy Lyons Sunshine. The Connected Child.
Mcgraw-Hill, 2007.

Trip, Tedd. Shepherding a Child’s Heart. Shepherd Press, 1995.

Verrier, Nancy Newton. The Primal Wound, Understanding the Adopted Child. Gateway
Press, 1993.
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5 Ta‘(ing it to the (hurch

BREZTBBENESRE

Nurturing Spiritual Sensitivity in Children

1EE - & - &
By Laura Payne
B BE Focus Thought:

R B By Tt — DI B 2R EM Bt T aarEEE FEE -
FEFHEHEERABESEE - W H IR R E M TN Z T A2
BHWE - [ - WOTEE VR RREE T - ZEEBFEN R BEEE
(R - B SR R R ORI ER -t m B ol & R (S — IR S S s ER R Al -

Of all the things a godly parent does for their children, there is nothing more important than
nurturing spiritual values. Raising up children who are spiritually sensitive to the presence of
God and who see their world through God’s eyes is not an easy task. Likewise, the local church
must stand alongside parents and be committed to raising the value of spiritual things in the eyes
of its young. This lesson is not only for parents; it speaks a vital principle to the entire
congregation.

E B Focus Verses :

BRIMEE 18:15- 16 ' A —K » AERHTE B CHVNZ TR EHBER » 7 e T it
it - FIEER T - UE AL R » SR MM THE THRER - 5O - HRERIU#Z 5 MEHiE
AR MEEFIERT ¢ T N T RIS R AN H AT | R R Y B IE S B E R
A o gy (BHESREE—BHEERHES 19:13 - 15 RERHEE 10:13 - 16 FHIECH - )

One day some parents brought their little children to Jesus so he could touch and bless them. But
when the disciples saw this, they scolded the parents for bothering him. Then Jesus called for the
children and said to the disciples, ‘Let the children come to me. Dont stop them! For the
Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children (Luke 18:15-16, NLT). (See also the
same account in Matthew 19:13-15 and Mark 10:13-16.)

YHEEF 13 T RMESEFEE T TEER  REERA -
Tell your children about it in the years to come, and let your children tell their children. Pass the
story down from generation to generation (Joel 1:3).

HERABRCAFOREREEH T OEEREECEAR ) B B E AR - SEEFR KB A RS S5
HYHEE - B R N R AR -
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wrim 145:4 DS EETPABEERIIE S - EHEEVRITAREE - |
Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them proclaim your power (Psalms
145:4).

WEHEE E2:11 - 18 " DIAfIEfis S| FHEEE YR o UREE A - EZT
WAEE T DN RTSE R AFIEE » pR HRRIZEAY BN F=--- - IR > S EL R % T 4l
CAERRFIZE AT EEZE A -

Then Elkanah and Hannah returned home to Ramah without Samuel. And the boy became the

LORD's helper, for he assisted Eli the priest... Now Samuel, though only a boy, was the LORD's
helper (I Samuel 2:11,18, NLT).

BTERB RO ?
Are Children Really a Blank Canvas?

HFIREBHEE - F—(ELAER AT G —REA - WL NFIRIEE B A5 EZ T
W~ BRI R RIRMTE S TR RIS o SR PI AR E At
At o BERE RS NREISSFRVIEVE - (B sEaEal &3 MRt o & & AT
AR EDEIRR - SERUIRMEE AR MIE AR LT - KGR 58:3 12RETK
3« DA B e g E  —EERE R SEES - Bt - ) (BeEZTHIL)

( Shepherding a Child's Heart ) —Zf » Z2{8 - g% (Tedd Tripp » 1995) iEfEEE T A
FYCIEAZ LAY (The Heart is Not Neutral ) « BEZAN A ATaE B ARG IR H ILIREE - AL
JE o AREIZ TN IR - RO A - ... BT S TR AR S AR - At
AR B CH YRR R [BEE LR - fMI A Z2LME L Z THIB 2 E AN ...
e LEIR Z TS B AL ... BRI © T —E G ELEE - A Edar
iy o  Itis easy for us to fall into the belief that every human born is a blank canvas and that
human nature will automatically lead our young towards loving, godly, wise behaviors, unless
something “bad” happens to them. While this perspective would be nice to believe, the Word of
God speaks otherwise. When Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, a root of sin was planted into
the heart of us all. In Psalm 58:3 David reminds us, “Even from birth the wicked go astray; from
the womb they are wayward and speak lies.” In his book, Shepherding a Child’s Heart, Tedd
Tripp (1995) says this, “The Heart is Not Neutral. Since there is no such thing as a place of
childhood neutrality, your children either worship God or idols.... As your children interact with
their childhood experience, they interact based on their Godward orientation. Either they respond
to life as children of faith... or they respond as children of foolishness... The point is this: They
do respond. They are not neutral.”
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The weight of this reality should motivate us to do far more than just make our children “happy”

or “safe.” We should give great consideration as the people of God to the spiritual orientation we
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are encouraging in our young. Are we raising up a next generation that truly worships God? This
is about so much more than measuring outward worship behaviors such as clapping or raising the
hands. The church must know, without a doubt, that our next generation has a heart that is
positioned towards the kingdom of God.

BT MRy R S

Children and Their Formative Years:
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Child psychologists in the past century have agreed that the formative years of a child are vital in
shaping personality, values, and thinking. Many would say that the entire personality of a child is
fully developed by age five.

R (IR © BB AR B IECLNFBHE ) (Research Shows that Spiritual
Maturity Process Should Start at a Young Age ) WX EH » &G - 244 (George Barna ) 7317
T E OIS - AR T EEA L BFEEUR » —(EAAE T =R AR ILAE R
FAER M — A B R A &R IS - 4 (2003)

In a paper entitled “Research Shows that Spiritual Maturity Process Should Start at a Young
Age,” George Barna analyzes his own research and comments, “In essence, the research noted
what you believe by the time you are 13 is what you will die believing” (2003).

BIAMFTE ERIPIE T4UEEE 1:3 il © T IRMIERE ST TEEE - fE SR
o) WEETER 145:4 - DB REEHVEREVRAIIE Ry - G IRETREE - 1 BEO
BIERGZEEE 2T HEEEM CEERURIRM © Ay iliE il > 2 B U EaEsE
(spiritual legacy ) [HELS F— (¢ ARSI 2] -
This research clearly echoes the words of Joel 1:3, “Tell your children about it in the years to
come, and let your children tell their children. Pass the story down from generation to
generation” and Psalm 145:4, “Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them
proclaim your power.” The Word of God revealed, long before psychologists confirmed, that
the formative years are the critical time for one generation to pass on a spiritual legacy to the
next.
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EAEHE B CEERISEEZ Ty s 87 - 5 (2003)

This research and these passages of Scripture should motivate us all to become committed to the

process of nurturing spiritual values in our young. George Barna says in his book Transforming

Children into Spiritual Champions, “The longer you wait to pursue influence, the more difficult
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it is to counteract the influence of other parties that have been imprinting their values upon
children” (2003).

ARk an ey i B &t T B R EVE L ©
What Does Jesus Model to Us about Children and the Kingdom of God?
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The story of Jesus blessing the children gives us great insight into God’s view towards children.
First of all, the story is told three times! The accounts in Matthew, Mark, and Luke make it
evident that this story was a significant moment in Jesus’ ministry. Likewise, the disciples were
impacted by this moment because they took time to write about it! Notice that it was a group of
parents who brought their children to Jesus. Many parents are genuinely interested in their
children encountering God. But how does the church meet the needs of these parents? Do we
make a safe place at the feet of Jesus for our children to gather and be blessed? Or do we exhibit
the spirit of the disciples, who chastised parents for bothering the Master with their children?

BRI — TGRS HRENEZTR ?
Do Godly Parents Automatically Raise Godly Kids?
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It is, sadly, possible for parents with the heart of God to somehow fail to pass on their godly
spirit to their children. One of the most striking examples of this is found in the story of David
and Absalom.
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David was noted to be a “man after God’s own heart.” His integrity towards leadership was like
none other. Despite Saul’s wickedness and evil intentions, David would not disrespect his leader
and rebuked his own man, Abishai, who suggested that they kill Saul after slipping unseen into
his camp (I Samuel 26:6-11). By contrast, Absalom revolted against his own father, David, and
declared himself King (II Samuel, chapters 14-18). The story is one of heartbreak and grief.
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How is it that a father who was so committed to honoring his elders could miss passing that same
godly virtue to his own offspring?

S HNERER
Practical Applications for Today
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Parents and church leaders should seek to monitor the attitude of the heart in
children, not just legislating behaviors.
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We must make the Bible true and alive for our children. We can do this in the
following ways:

@)
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We do this by making sure we teach the Bible in age-appropriate ways.

SRt — [ 2 BIEEAS S BE AR -
We do this by including children in Bible reading and Bible lessons.

sEI T B S S R AR A B AN -

We encourage children to read a translation they easily understand.

LEHEEERE - (PEARLL) T 271 = R -
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Those speaking in the church should consider passages that are
particularly hard to understand in the KJV, and consider reading a second
translation or explaining the King’s English to be sure that young
members of the congregation are engaging in the messages.
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Adults in the church (parents or otherwise) should find ways to engage

children in conversations about Bible topics or the sermons they have
heard.
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We must model reverence for the House of God and the things of God.
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Parents should speak positively and enthusiastically about the church and
the family of God.
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Likewise, when children come to the church, they should find an
environment of reverence for the things of God and an environment where
positive, healthy fellowship is felt and seen.

Cultivating Spiritual Sensitivity in Young Children
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Moms and Dads, pray with your infant or toddler in tow! Don’t disengage
from the altar experience just because you have a young one in hand.
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The altar should always be a safe, inviting place for young children.
Occasionally, offer special altar appeals just for children.
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Moms and Dads, allow you children to hear you speak in tongues and see
you worship freely.
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Monitor closely your child’s media usage at church. Hand-held games and
smart phones can dull the spiritual sensitivity of your child.
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Adults, freely share your spiritual journey with children around you. Live
out the principles of Joel 1:3 by telling what God has done in your life!

&m—E R IRNIERVRE F 7
In Conclusion — Who Is the Lord’s Helper?
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The story of Samuel and his mother, Hannah, is often told as a beautiful example of a mother
who dedicated her son to God. But embedded in this passage is an often-overlooked description
of young Samuel: “Then Elkanah and Hannah returned home to Ramah without Samuel. And the
boy became the LORD's helper, for he assisted Eli the priest... Now Samuel, though only a boy,
was the LORD's helper” (I Samuel 2:11, 18, NLT).
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Bible scholars suggest that Samuel could have been just six years old or younger when his
mother, Hannah dropped him off at the Temple. And yet the Word of God declares this young,
formative lad to be “the LORD’S helper.” How profound! Are we truly seeing the potential that
lies in the young ones around us? Are we focusing on the spilled milk, loud voices, and childish
ways? Or do we see the potential God sees? Each one of us in the local congregation plays a
vital role in nurturing the spiritual heart of our next generation.
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